3.5 104, compared to that of the second samples, which was 1.4 105. The mean count of cfu for anaerobes in the initial amniotic fluid samples was 4.1 102, compared to that of the second samples, which was 8.0 103. Only 3 of 20 patients developed chorioamnionitis, with only I patient having an increased number of bacterial species significantly higher than the median. Although 80% of patients had a colony count > 102 cfu/cc, only 19% of this group developed chorioamnionitis.
Conclusions: The number of bacterial species and colony counts increased significantly during labor, but this factor alone was not enough to cause chorioamnionitis in a significant number of patients. (C) In conclusion, our study demonstrated that both the number of bacterial species and the quantitative cfu increase significantly during labor. This factor alone was not enough to result in chorioamnionitis or postpartum endomyometritis in all patients.
